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HOME DINNERS

Week of
February 17th

February is "Home Dinner” month.
For weather and travel
considerations, we will attempt to
keep you as close to home as
conveniently possible.

While the organization of the
evening will be left partially up to
the host and her guests, we do
suggest holding the event during
the week of February 17, being the
week of our normal meeting date.
The intent of the event is to create
an opportunity for members to
meet in a more intimate setting
and to welcome newer members
into the group. The evening should
be potluck, so you will be asked to
coordinate with your host when she
calls about bringing an appetizer, a
casserole, vegetable(s), dessert,
bread or wine. It is meant to be a
no-fuss evening with lots of time
to chat.

If you are not already signed up,
contact Leah Trineer to do so.

Photo by Kelsey Chance on Unsplash

CLOSURE OF
LA CLASSE

By Lorraine O’'Donnell

For seven years, our Club dinners
took place at La Classe restaurant
at LaSalle College downtown.
Sadly, this venue closed in
January. Please see the Acting
President’s message (next page)
for more information.

Our Club is grateful to the warm
and excellent service provided by
maitre d’ Jean-Kristen Lavigne and
his staff. Jean-Kristen informed us
that he will continue to teach in the
college and looks forward to having
more time for his family.


https://lasallecollege.lcieducation.com/en/campus-life/facilities/la-classe-restaurant
https://unsplash.com/@kchance8?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-woman-standing-beside-woman-sitting-in-front-of-table-ZrhtQyGFG6s?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash

GREETINGS FROM
ACTING PRESIDENT
By Leah Trineer

Someone told me last month that
January was the “*Monday of Months”.
I had not heard the expression before,
but it aptly describes the first month
of the new year. That being said, we
are now in February and the weather
has been nice, the sun has been
bright, and the days are getting
longer! This time next month we will
be “springing forward” and our
evenings will be even longer.

Our home lunches and dinners,
scheduled for next week, are off to a
great start with approximately half our
membership signed up to participate. I
wish you all wonderful afternoons and
evenings with lots of good food and
lively conversations. Please take a
photo or two which you can submit to
Lorraine O’Donnell for inclusion in next
month’s Newsletter.

A committee of members has been
brought together to search for a new
location to hold our monthly meetings.
Many of you have forwarded your

ideas and I hope that you will continue
to do so; this will ensure that all
avenues of opportunity are considered
before any final decision is taken.
Members of the group are Liz
McCallum, Margaret Suttie, Olga
Shevchenko, Colleen Cattiny, and
Elaine Bander. Elaine was on the
committee that led us to La Classe

six years ago and will provide valuable
insight into the options that were
considered prior to the decision to
meet at La Classe.

Olga Shevchenko and I, each had a
table reserved at the annual Robbie
Burns dinner at the Faculty Club at
McGill University. We want to thank
the seven other members and their
guests who joined us for what was a
most enjoyable evening. There are
some photos later in this Newsletter.

Please take time to read the CFUW
and GWI news that have been
included in this issue. There are some
great opportunities to learn more
about the activities that both offer our
membership and how each of us can
participate.

Nawal Farrai is on the left and Maitre d’ Jean-Kristen Lavigne is beside her in this picture.

Photo credit: Julie Drakoulakou.
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FOUNDATION NEWS

Foundation fundraiser
The Art of Banksy Without Limits

By Donna Jensen, Foundation Chair

On Saturday, January 11th, a
group of 20 members viewed this
visually stunning display of works
mocking commercialism, pop
culture, and world events. We all
expressed satisfaction and pleasure
in the experience.

;I,I/I,l',{lli ‘
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Known only as Banksy, this
mysterious street artist-slash-
activist frowns upon his work’s
commercialization while also
striving to bring to citizens of the
world awareness of its most
disadvantaged.

Over two floors, Banksy and
Banksy-inspired works are
displayed including a video
describing his background, a
hologram explaining this
subversive’s need for fast action


https://pixabay.com/users/zorro4-796252/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1347673
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1347673

to evade authorities,
depictions protesting
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and the
Mediterranean
refugee crisis, as well
as an interactive
mocking of the Disney
franchise entitled
“Dismaland”.

Thanks to our
participants, the
Foundation raised
$440. Watch for the
next fundraiser
coming this spring!

The Art of Banksy Without Limits
Photo credits: Dominic Varvaro

~ ~ ~

Remember that the 2024-25
Annual Giving Campaign runs
until June 30, 2025. The
Foundation Trustees greatly
appreciate the generous financial
support of members and their
families and friends.

Click the button to
donate!

The Foundation
accepts donations
all year long.

A charitable tax
receipt is provided
for all monetary
donations of $20
or more.

SHARE THE LOAD

Do you enjoy social media
and emailing?

You've come to the right place!
Our Club needs help from two
members: one to post on social
media (Facebook and LinkedIn)
and the second for communications
(distributing emails to members).
These are vital contributions to

our volunteer-run group and are
especially useful for new members
seeking to learn more about Club
activities. Interested? Don't be shy!
Contact Acting President

Leah Trineer.


https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/37634

UWCM AT THE U.N.

By Lorraine O'Donnell

Dear members, you will recall that
in the November 2024 newsletter,
we informed you that Canadian
Federation of University Women
(CFUW) was inviting applications
from members wishing to attend
the 69th Commission
on the Status of
Women (CSW69) in
New York City. I'm
pleased to let you
know that CFUW
accepted my
application. I will join
University Women’'s
Club members from
across Canada at this
exciting event.

From CFUW's press
release:

This year marks the
30th anniversary of the
Fourth World Conference on
Women, held in Beijing in 1995.
The Conference was a defining
moment in the feminist movement,
with more than 17,000 people
attending from around the world. It
produced the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action, a global
framework for securing gender
equality.

At the 69th Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW69) in
March 2025, civil society
organizations, activists, and
member states will gather to

assess the progress made since
the 1995 Conference. Held
annually at United Nations
headquarters in New York, CSW is
the main intergovernmental body
dedicated exclusively to the
promotion of gender equality and
the empowerment of women and
girls throughout the world.

To find out more, click the links
below and read the infographic on
the next page.
e Commission on the Status of
Women
e CSW69
e NGO CSW69 (civil society
parallel events)
e CFUW information and
statement on CSW69

Image by Multimedios Del
Sureste from Pixabay


https://www.unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/commission-on-the-status-of-women
https://www.unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/commission-on-the-status-of-women
https://ecosoc.un.org/en/events/2025/commission-status-women#:~:text=The%20Commission%20on%20the%20Status%20of%20Women%20is%20a%20functional,and%20the%20empowerment%20of%20women.
https://ngocsw.org/ngocsw69/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA74G9BhAEEiwA8kNfpdCISlP0PkIYj-BY0W9tlOVCthByicv0v8C4Vv0l7h9iSxdrNW-ZkhoCs6QQAvD_BwE
https://www.cfuw.org/uncsw-ecosoc/
https://www.cfuw.org/uncsw-ecosoc/
https://pixabay.com/users/multimediosds-945237/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4769074
https://pixabay.com/users/multimediosds-945237/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4769074
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4769074

WHAT IS “& BEIJING 30 ?

2025 marks the
_ " The conference’s purpose was to set out a
anniversary o . .
th the Fourth World global framework for sec.L_J_rlng gender _equallty.
Conference on Its outcome was the Beijing Declaration and
Women, held in Platform for Action, adopted by all 189

Beijing in 1995. participating governments. The Declaration
recognized that:

MORE THAN 17,000 PEOPLE “ “Women's empowerment and their full

participation on the basis of equality in all
ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE, spheres of society, including participation in the
WHILE A PARALLEL NGO decision-making process and access to power, are
FORUM HAD 30.000 fundamental for the achievement of equality,
PARTICI PAHfS. development, and peace.”

w H AT I s T H E ' The Beijing Platform for Action is an

daf '
BELJING | dopted longade the Dectaraion.
PLATFORM " &' st
FoR AcTI o N? ‘ be taken for each.

THE 12 CRITICAL AREAS OF CONCERN:

2] o 0@ 0
@ Women and poverty ggﬁm&n and armed /{_Q' vHvlcj)m?—:‘rrl rights of
<., Education and E;e\*ﬂ W d th $¥J Women and the
@ training of women ¢ Vg V/Omen andithe economy Y media
o n A [alesg
Women in power and ™ Women and the
?I;:I Women and health % M ﬂ\' ayomen anc
/;0 Violence against women /c_\\ Institutional mechanisms far s The girl child
/l,{S/ g /¥ the advancement of women 4 9

The UN Commission on the Status of Women plays a central role
in monitoring the commitments made in the Beijing Platform for

Action. CSW69 will review the progress made and the challenges
that remain in implementing the Platform for Action, 30 years on.




UPCOMING CULTURAL
EVENTS

Silent Voices: A Play
with Music

Saturday, February 22, 2:00 p.m.
Victoria Hall, 4626 Sherbrooke
Street West, H3Z 1G1

Dramatized reading with
Gabrielle Soskin, playwright

Professional actor, director and
playwright Gabrielle Soskin, friend
of UWCM member Valerie Aitken,
resolves to promote the music of
forgotten women composers and
bring them into the 21st century.

Seven actors give a dramatized
reading of the play interwoven
with music. Sound control by
Catherine Varvaro (Donna Jensen’s
daughter), who will also participate
in the audience discussion with the
playwright that follows the
dramatized reading.

Information at this link and poster
on next page.

~ ~ ~

Concert News

From the list of Liz Wirth's
recommended music venues:

Orchestre classique de Montréal

e Jazz & Jeans, February 25
Orchestre de I’'Agora

e The Agora Quartet, March 5-6

[ ) ~ ~ ~

Reading Abbott: A James
McGill Society event

On March 17. See poster page 10.

~ ~ ~

A Return to Memory

Acting President Leah Trineer
reminds members of the latest
work by Donald McWilliams,

A Return to Memory. This film
documents how WWII-era women
helped transform the National
Film Board into an international
powerhouse. Available to view for
free on the NFB website.

BIRTHDAYS

The birthday list is a
work in progress. Let us
know if we missed yours.

"

HAPPY /

Image by fineartdaily from
Pixabay


https://westlib.org/iguana/www.main.cls?p=*&v=5f37ec2f-1cfb-4907-ab03-cc960e42e056#contentitem=01de1f53-6867-4fe3-80f8-824915c3413a^2
https://en.orchestre.ca/
https://en.orchestre.ca/jazz-jeans/
https://orchestreagora.com/en/saison-2024-2025/
https://orchestreagora.com/en/saison-2024-2025/le-quatuor-de-lagora/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/a-return-to-memory/
https://pixabay.com/users/fineartdaily-2368163/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1320359
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1320359

Dearest Friends and Colleagues,

| am thrilled to announce that my script

Silent Voices: A Play with Music

will be presented as a dramatized reading with
Westmount Public Library
Cultural Events Series

Saturday, February 22, 2025
2pm
Victoria Hall

4626 Sherbrooke Street West

Please accept this email as my personal invitation to attend.

Click here to reserve your seat for this free event.
| would love to see you there!

Warmest Wishes,
Gabrielle

Wealmeount Public ‘Cibruauy
Cultwral Exrents

Dramatized.réadmg of
Silent Voices: A Play with Music
By Gabrielle Soskin

Saturday, Feb 22, 2025 - 2pm
Victoria Hall




JAMES McGILL SOCIETY

Two Hundred and Ninth Meeting

Reading Abbott
By

Annmarie Adams

Monday, March 17, 2025

5:00 p.m. Reception
5:30 p.m. Presentation
Billiard Room. Faculty Club
3 Floor, 3450 McTavish Street
Please join us in-person: RSVP to Susan Button
or
https://youtube.com/live/e oDAd6NNTQ?feature=share

Dr. Maude Abbott (1868-1940)
BA (1890) was among Canada’s first women medical doctors.
An internationally renowned expert on congenital heart disease,
she was also curator of McGill’s medical museum.

A recent exhibition, in the Osler Library, curated by Professor Adams,
explored Abbott’s love of reading.

Dr. Annmarie Adams,
Stevenson Chair in the History and Philosophy of Science,
holds joint appointments in the School of Architecture
and the Department of Social Studies of Medicine.
She is a Fellow of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, the Canadian Academy
of Health Sciences, and the Society of Architectural Historians.
Open to all

10



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Flive%2Fe_oDAd6NnTQ%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.mcnally%40mcgill.ca%7C104b93be54dc44c1115b08dd30b13dea%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea%7C0%7C0%7C638720259975161391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eZj5W2a1iDpJoVvQTwZA%2Fd4gS3LE7A1AgDfGc%2FMte2U%3D&reserved=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congenital_heart_disease

CLUB DINNERS

Updates

For February, we will have Home
Dinners. See page 2 for details.

As indicated also on page 2, our
long-time space for dinners,

La Classe, has closed. Stay tuned
for news on where we will hold the
Club restaurant dinner in March.

Our January Club Dinner

Our final Club dinner at La Classe
was made extra special through a
great talk by Jennifer Maccarone.
Member of the National Assembly
for Westmount-Saint Louis,
Jennifer shared her compelling and
personal story of juggling demands
as a high-level politician and single
mother of special needs children.

Jennifer Maccarone addresses our Club.
Photo credit: Julie Drakoulakou

ROBBIE BURNS
EVENING

Several Club members attended
the Robbie Burns dinner at the
McGill Faculty Club. This annual
January event involves haggis,
bagpipes, and poetry. Burns
(1759-1796) wrote poems both
romantic and comic in Scots
dialect.

Each table was invited to read a
poem and our own Colleen Cattiny
rose to the challenge to admiring
cheers from the rest of us. Thanks
to Olga Shevchenko and Leah
Trineer for hosting tables.

Colleen Cattiny bravely reading Burns.
Photo credit: Lorraine O’Donnell

11



INTEREST GROUPS

Book Club Buddies

The group usually meets the third
Monday of the month from 4:00 to
5:30 in the Club Room at the Atwater
Library. Next meeting: February 17.
Convenor Tanya Fitzpatrick let us
know that “we have now filled the slot
for the 12th member of our club, and
we are all set for another year.”

Coffee Klatch

This group meets on the 2nd Friday of
each month, starting around 7:45
a.m. at Avenue G coffee shop on
Greene Ave. Next meetings: February
14 and March 14. For information:
Leah Trineer.

Library Lectures & Lunch

For info and to see the full series once it
is announced, click here.

Convenor Carly Pepler has no list of
participants, but she keeps our
members aware of upcoming Atwater
Library lectures. After in-person
lectures, Carly serves a light lunch for
$5 in Room 7 of the library. Let her
know if you are going.

Upcoming events:

e Thursday February 13: David
Syncox, New Vic Project

e Thursday February 20: Kevin
Gascoyne, World of Tea

e Friday February 28: Imani Gospel
Singers

e Thursday March 13: Irish music

e Thursday March 20: Wartime
Arvida

Museum & Art Gallery
Jaunters

This group has guided tours

with local museums. You are welcome
to join the group. For information,
contact convenor

Pilar Shephard-Cumming.

The group enjoyed a visit to the
Chateau Ramezay on February 4th.

Upcoming tours:
e February 26: McCord Museum
e March 20: private collection
e June (date TBC): MMFA,
Parisian Avant-garde

Outdoor Ladies

This group enjoys a variety of fun
activities around town. There are none
scheduled now through February or
March. To join, if you want to lead an
activity of your own, or for
information, contact convenor Zofia
Laubitz.

Women's Issues

This group meets to discuss women’s
issues over dinner, generally on the
last Thursday of the month. The group
meets at the McGill Faculty Club, 3450
McTavish, at 6:00 p.m. for a cocktail,
and around 6:45 we go up to the
dining room. Join us at any time.
Parking for $15 at the back of the
Faculty Club building. For information:
Olga Shevchenko.

Next meeting: February 27.

12


https://www.atwaterlibrary.ca/events/lunchtime-series/
https://www.musee-mccord-stewart.ca/en/exhibitions/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=mccord%20exhibitions&ct=1&utm_campaign=cyberpublicity+encyberpublicity&utm_campaign_id=10024&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAp4Sdq-2lAP-5u6c0HTKgqYxDuwRX&gclid=CjwKCAiA2JG9BhAuEiwAH_zf3qzkY-C7JctXmKpaF966umU_xRF36cwEXl8svtuXk3jNxHTmqRaRtxoCuYIQAvD_BwE
https://www.musee-mccord-stewart.ca/en/exhibitions/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=mccord%20exhibitions&ct=1&utm_campaign=cyberpublicity+encyberpublicity&utm_campaign_id=10024&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAp4Sdq-2lAP-5u6c0HTKgqYxDuwRX&gclid=CjwKCAiA2JG9BhAuEiwAH_zf3qzkY-C7JctXmKpaF966umU_xRF36cwEXl8svtuXk3jNxHTmqRaRtxoCuYIQAvD_BwE
https://www.imanigospelsingers.com/
https://www.imanigospelsingers.com/
https://www.musee-mccord-stewart.ca/en/exhibitions/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=mccord%20exhibitions&ct=1&utm_campaign=cyberpublicity+encyberpublicity&utm_campaign_id=10024&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAp4Sdq-2lAP-5u6c0HTKgqYxDuwRX&gclid=CjwKCAiA2JG9BhAuEiwAH_zf3qzkY-C7JctXmKpaF966umU_xRF36cwEXl8svtuXk3jNxHTmqRaRtxoCuYIQAvD_BwE
https://www.mbam.qc.ca/en/exhibitions/berthe-weill/
https://www.mcgill.ca/facultyclub/

At January’s Women’s
Issues dinner, we
discussed dementia.

Photo by
Olga Shevchenko

FROM OUR NETWORK OF WOMEN'’S CLUBS

Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW)

\»’ Focus on

Election Issues

(Source: CFUW Club
Action Newsletter, January 17,
2025)

“As a non-partisan organization,
CFUW National and Clubs cannot
support, oppose, endorse,
campaign for, or donate to any
party or candidate. If a CFUW
member is engaged in campaign
activities, it must be as an
individual, fully removed from Club
spaces and their role with CFUW.

“But non-partisan does not mean
non-political. CFUW National and
Clubs can express support for or
opposition to policies and laws
where we have an Adopted
Resolution that supports that
position, or where it is directly
related to CFUW’s mission and
values. The key is to focus on
the issues, not the individuals or
parties.

“For specific examples, see...Non-
Partisanship Do’s and Don'ts [or]
contact advocacy@cfuw-fcfdu.ca if
you have any questions.”

13


https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=3139e123bc&e=541f1be298
https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=3139e123bc&e=541f1be298
mailto:advocacy@cfuw-fcfdu.ca

Graduate Women International

Empowering women & girls through lifelong education

What is GWISNOG-?
By Donna Jensen

Are you interested in global
events? Do you want to know what
Graduate Women International is
all about? Are you curious about
why you pay GWI fees? Do you like
to attend meetings from the
comfort of your own home?

If so, why not become a Graduate
Women International Supporters
Network Organizational Group
(GWISNOG) representative. Join
other like-minded CFUW members
from across the country to learn
everything you need to know.

Our next ZOOM meeting takes
place from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday,
February 21. Contact Donna
Jensen for more information.

TO CATCH UP ON OUR NETWORK OF WOMEN’S CLUBS

There is a lot going on with other
university women’s clubs. We
encourage you to sign up and read
their newsletters.

Subscribe to the CFUW Club Action
newsletter here.

Subscribe to the GWI Update
newsletter here.

Sign up for NCWC News here.

15


https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=c38dba3032
https://graduatewomen.org/media-publications/update-newsletter/
https://ncwcanada.com/news/ncwc-newsletter-sign-up/

CLUB CALENDARS

Club activities in yellow; external ones mentioned in newsletter in blue.

February
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
01
The Light
in the
Piazza
02 03 04 05 06 07 08
The Light Board
in the Meeting
Piazza

09 10 11 12 13 14 15

Library | Valentine’s

Lecture & Day v

Lunch

Coffee

Klatch
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Book Club Library GWI Silent
Lecture & meeting Voices
Lunch (play)

Home Home Home Home Home

dinners* dinners* dinners* dinners* dinners*

23 24 25 26 27 28

Jazz & |Jaunters to Women's Library

Jeans McCord Issues Lecture &

Lunch

*Dates of your individual home dinner to be confirmed by your hostess.

15




CLUB CALENDARS (cont’d)

Club activities in yellow; external ones mentioned in newsletter in blue.

March
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
01
02 03 04 05 06 07 08
Board
Meeting

Agora Agora

Quartet Quartet
09 10 11 12 13 14 15

Library Coffee
Lecture & Klatch

Lunch
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

St. Club dinner |Jaunters to

Patrick’s (location private

Day « TBC) collection

Book Club Library

Lecture &

Reading Lunch

Abbott

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

Women'’s

Issues

16




The UWCM meeting room Click these icons to stay

Atwater Library in touch
Club Room #7
1200 Atwater Avenue 0 @
Westmount, QC
H3Z 1X4
B X

Image by Arbaz Khan from Pixabay

Newsletter Production

Editor: Lorraine O’'Donnell
Copy editor: Donna Jensen

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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https://www.instagram.com/uwcmtl/
https://www.facebook.com/uwcmtl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-women's-club-of-montreal/
https://uwcm.com/
http://uwcmtl@gmail.com
https://pixabay.com/users/og-artmania-47311954/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=9227230
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=9227230
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