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JENNIFER MACCARONE
JANUARY 15

CLUB DINNER
SPEAKER

Jennifer Maccarone, MNA, is our
January Club dinner speaker. She
will provide us with a presentation
on women in politics and her own
experiences in this milieu. Please
see the Acting President’s message
(next page) for details.

Jennifér Maccarone
Image source: plg.org

HOME DINNERS:
WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 17TH

February will be the month for us
to have "Home Dinners”. For
weather and travel considerations,
we will attempt to keep you as
close to home as conveniently
possible.

Photo by Kelsey Chance on Unsplash

While the organization of the
evening will be left partially up to
the host and her guests, we do
suggest holding the event during
the week of February 17th, being
the week of our normal meeting
date. The intent of the event is to
create an opportunity for members
to meet in a more intimate setting
and to welcome newer members
into the group. The evening should
be potluck, so you will be asked to
coordinate with your host when she
calls about bringing an appetizer, a
casserole, vegetable(s), dessert,
bread or wine. It is meant to be a
no-fuss evening with lots of time
to chat.

Sign-up sheets were available at
the dinner in December and will be
available, again, at the January
dinner. There will be a special e-
mail circulation for anyone who
may not be able to sign up at the
meeting.


https://unsplash.com/@kchance8?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-woman-standing-beside-woman-sitting-in-front-of-table-ZrhtQyGFG6s?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash

GREETINGS FROM
ACTING PRESIDENT

Happy New Year!!!!

I trust that all of you have had a
happy and, I hope, a restful
holiday. I look forward to seeing
you later this week as we
reconvene our monthly dinners for
2025.

I have been working for over a
year now to try and have an
evening with the women who
represent us from our three local
levels of government, being
Christina Smith (Mayor of
Westmount), Jennifer Maccarone
(MNA for the riding of Westmount-
Saint-Louis), and Anna Gainey (MP
for NDG-Westmount).
Unfortunately, the timing of our
meetings adds to the difficulty of
getting our provincial and federal
representatives in their ridings on a
Wednesday evening. Until recently,
it looked hopeful for this month,
but the proroguing of Parliament in
Ottawa has put a wrinkle in Anna’s
agenda and at the time of writing
this, she is unable to attend.
Christina Smith is also unable to
attend but Jennifer Maccarone is
available and thrilled to be able to
join us. She is now in her second
term as our MNA and has visited us
twice before but never as our
speaker. She is a dynamic speaker
and promises to shed light on such

areas as what made her decide to
run for public office and what are
the challenges and rewards of
doing so. Having now been in the
position for seven years, she
serves as the Official Opposition
Critic for Family, Public Security,
2SLGBTQIA+ Community, Fight
Against Racism, and for the
Mauricie Region.

Next month, we are looking
forward to Home Dinners! There is
a short paragraph of additional
information on Page 2 of the
Newsletter. The sign-up sheets will
be available again this week and
there will be a special email
circulated for anyone who has not
been able to attend the most
recent meetings. I encourage as
many of you as possible to
participate, especially if you have
not done so in the past; it promises
to be a wonderful event.

Again this year, a couple of us who
are members of the McGill Faculty
Club have reserved two tables at
the Robbie Burns night on January
23rd. We currently have a couple
spaces available and I will keep a
small waiting list if we fill up. Let
me know if you are interested and
contact me promptly.

Stay warm and stay well!



A CENTURY OF their husbands, were looking at
suitable buildings.” It was agreed

EMPOWERMENT that the house at 3492 Peel Street,

being sold by the Charles Smith

Notes from the Estate, would be the most suitable.

Centenary Committee
“As presented by Mrs. Byers to the

By Susan Button meeting of university women in
Moyse Hall in January 1927 the

Did you know how the members house was described as ‘in the

acquired its first Clubhouse? vicinity of McGill University, it is an

attractive well-designed house
suitable in size and arrangement
for a club house. Twelve airy
bedrooms are available for
members with one reserved for
transients and, especially
important, two bathrooms on each
floor. On the first floor there are:
the Lounge room and a large room
which members may reserve for
private parties; a card room; and a
handsomely panelled dining room
which opens into the garden,
where tall trees, wide spreading
elms and slender poplars stand
guard over the lovely old Montreal
residence which will occupy a
unique place in Canada

- Clubhouse at 3492 Peel Street

Catherine Holland Joyce tells us
that while the membership drive
was being undertaken, “Mrs. Byers
and Mrs. Hodges, ably assisted by




as it will be the first and
only University Women's Club
House in the Dominion.” ”

As the Estate was anxious to sell,
the asking price was $45,000. The
ladies then needed to petition for
the incorporation of the Club in
order to own property.

Under the Civil Code of Lower
Canada passed in 1866, married
women were declared legally
incapable. It was not until 1964 -
more than 100 years after Ontario
- that Quebec amended its Civil
Code by signing the Act respecting
the legal capacity of married
women. Championed by MNA
Marie-Claire Kirkland, this law
granted women the right to sign
contracts, own property, or
execute a will without obtaining her
husband’s consent.
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Miss Idler, Miss Hadrill and

Miss Monk became the original
incorporators and the provisional
directors. The actual date of
incorporation is January 4, 1927.
The Clubhouse was purchased on
February 15, 1927. The terms
stipulated were $10,000 cash, the
balance of $35,000 to bear interest
at 62% per annum to be reduced
by annual instalments of not less
than $1,500, and to be paid in full
by February 15, 1932. The fees
were set at a $25 entrance fee with
an annual fee of $15. Bonds to the
amount of $10,000 were offered to
members and friends to finance the
purchase of the property. The
number of founding, or charter,
members was 237.

University alumnae groups worked
on furnishing of the bedrooms:
McGill furnished several, while
Bishop’s, Toronto, Queen'’s, the
Maritimes and the American
alumnae groups provided for
others. At the time, there were few
suitable living accommodations for
single women or women attending
university, so rent would be a good
source of income.

March 17 has always been treated
as the birthday of the Club because
it was on that date that the kitchen
was used for the first time to serve
tea to some members who were

Dining Room - if you look closely at the fireplace, you will
see the Club still has the oval mirror and it is presently
hanging in the Atwater Library Clubhouse.



there working to get the Club
ready for the formal opening which
was held in early April.

The lounge was described as a
beautiful room with a large window
overlooking Peel Street and a
fireplace with a fine marble mantel.
J. Archibald Browne, R.C.A.
(member of the Royal Canadian
Academy of Art and known by
many as the Poet Painter of
Canada) had done the painting
above the mantel especially for
the room.

With thanks to the late Catherine
Holland Joyce from her booklet The
First Forty Years, The University
Women’s Club of Montreal,
Incorporated, 1927 - 1967.

Dining Room

Next time:
An outstanding founding member,
Miss Elizabeth Monk.

CONDOLENCES

It is with deep sadness that we
inform you of the death of member
Elaine Bander’s husband, John
Michael Pearson. You may read his
obituary here.


https://montrealgazette.remembering.ca/obituary/john-pearson-1092464821

FOUNDATION NEWS ~ ~ ~

Annual Giving Campaign CONCERT NEWS

Remember that the 2024-25 _ _

Annual Giving Campaign runs until Liz Wirth recommends: Opera

June 30, 2025. McGill and McGill Symphony
Orchestra: The Light in the Piazza.

The Foundation Trustees greatly January 31 and February 1 at 7:30

appreciate the generous financial p-m. and February 2 at 2:00 p.m.

support of members and their
families and friends.

Click the
button to
donate! BIRTHDAYS

The Foundation
accepts donations

all year long.

A charitable tax receipt is provided
for all monetary donations of $20
or more.

~ ~ ~

COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR NEEDED

We would greatly benefit from a
Communications Director for our
Club. Would you like to take on this
role? Please contact Board member

Barbara Lewis or Acting President The birthday list is a work in
Leah Trineer. progress. Let us know if we missed
yours.

Image by Shelley
Evans from Pixabay



https://www.mcgill.ca/music/channels/event/opera-mcgill-and-mcgill-symphony-orchestra-light-piazza-362130
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/37634
https://pixabay.com/users/aicanvas-5347436/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=8740731
https://pixabay.com/users/aicanvas-5347436/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=8740731
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=8740731

CLUB DINNERS

Menu selections & RSVP
info

Each month, you will receive an
email with menu selections and a
deadline to RSVP. Dinner
Coordinator is Lauren Rudy.

Our December Club Dinner

A good crowd was on hand to
enjoy the December 4th dinner at
La Classe. Club member Libby
Emond-Boelen held us in thrall
recounting a girlhood under the
Nazi occupation of The Netherlands
and being evacuated to Belgium
away from her family.

Libby Emond-Boelen speaks to the Club in December
Photo by Lorraine O'Donnell




INTEREST GROUPS

Book Club Buddies

Each member selects a book to
recommend to the group. It meets
the third Monday of the month
from 4:00 to 5:30 in the Club
Room at the Atwater Library. Next
meeting: January 20.

Coffee Klatch - from 7:45
a.m.

This group meets on the 2nd Friday
of each month, starting around
7:45 a.m. at Avenue G coffee shop
on Greene Ave.

For information: Leah Trineer.

Library Lectures & Lunch

For info and to see the full series
once it is announced, click here.

Convenor Carly Pepler has no list
of participants, but she keeps our
members aware of upcoming
Atwater Library lectures. After in-
person lectures, Carly serves a
light lunch for $5 in Room 7 of the
library. Let her know if you are

going.
Next meetings:

e January 9, 16, 23 and 30:
Zoom-only events. No lunch in
Club Room.

e In-person lectures resume in
February. Stay tuned for details.

Museum & Art Gallery
Jaunters

This group has guided tours with
local museums. You are welcome
to join the group. For information,
contact convenor Pilar Shephard-
Cumming.

Pilar reports that the Witches- Out
of The Shadows exhibit, visited in
December, was very good with a
great tour guide.

Outdoor Ladies

This group enjoys a variety of fun
activities around town. There are
none scheduled now through
February or March. To join, if you
want to lead an activity of your
own, or for information, contact
convenor Zofia Laubitz.

Women's Issues

This group meets to discuss
women’s issues over dinner,
generally on the last Thursday of
the month. This season’s
discussions focus on aging. Next
meeting: January 30. The group
meets at the McGill Faculty Club,
3450 McTavish, at 6:00 p.m. for a
cocktail, and around 6:45 we go up
to the dining room. Join us at any
time. Parking for $15 at the back of
the Faculty Club building. For
information: Olga Shevchenko.



https://www.atwaterlibrary.ca/events/lunchtime-series/
https://pacmusee.qc.ca/en/exhibitions/detail/witches-out-of-the-shadows/?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADCV3KBdn3qYxD8_cxYxuJW5pL950&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn-uRnreMigMVy1hHAR1LKzs3EAAYASAAEgLu3fD_BwE
https://pacmusee.qc.ca/en/exhibitions/detail/witches-out-of-the-shadows/?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADCV3KBdn3qYxD8_cxYxuJW5pL950&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn-uRnreMigMVy1hHAR1LKzs3EAAYASAAEgLu3fD_BwE
https://www.mcgill.ca/facultyclub/

FROM OUR NETWORK OF WOMEN’S CLUBS

Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW)

Our Sister Clubs
\*f

in Action

From the CFUW
newsletter of December 13:

Were you curious to know more
details about the Special Projects
Awards distributed at the 2024
AGM in Edmonton? You can find
out the details on each of the 10
Advocacy Projects here and the
two Membership Projects here.
There are great ideas here if you
are searching for inspiration in
small or large Clubs.

New Grant Available to
Clubs

To go toward supporting your

members and/or raising your Club

Profile with:

1. Updated branding materials
including a new banner

2. Planning and executing a
Special Event for Members
and/or the Public

3. Special Project, for Membership
Recruitment/Retention or for
Advocacy

4. Developing and producing
promotional materials

Sample Grant Application form can
be downloaded from this link.

| .
Y Graduate Women International

Empowering women & girls through lifelong education

By Donna Jensen

(Source: GWISNOG meeting via
Zoom, December 13, 2024)

Top-Up Fees

Because fiscal years vary between
GWI (January 1 to December 31)
and CFUW (May 1 to April 30),
CFUW collects GWI fees in the
spring of each year. Adding to the
uncertainty of the total owed is
that GWI fees are in Swiss Francs

(CHF). Depending on the exchange
rate between CHF and Canadian
dollars, and when CFUW collects
from its clubs in the spring and
when it actually pays GWI about
seven months later, the fees in
Canadian dollars owed could vary.

If the amount due is less, CFUW
puts the difference in a special

10


https://mcusercontent.com/8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668/files/d27ea646-9a55-0829-3840-3554a6e58e96/Advocacy_Special_Projects.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668/files/a885f59d-d41c-fb6d-d645-0eb05b35b2f2/Membership_Special_Projects.pdf
https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=65bd2264c1&e=572f33bb25

fund to pay future GWI fees. If the
amount owed is larger than what
was collected from GWI-supporting
clubs, CFUW sends a “top-up”
invoice. UWCM has now received
such invoice amounting to less
than $200. The Club will be
absorbing this charge on behalf of
the membership.

Why We Support GWI

In 1980, Graduate Women
International (formerly
International Federation of
University Women) joined four
other international women’s
associations in creating Project
Five-O. This project focusses on
the advancement of women,
specifically through education and
vocational training. Its objective is
to use the skills and expertise of

members of participating
organizations to support training
courses in, among others, small-
business operations, marketing,
health, and nutrition. As they use
education to provide women with
skills needed to overcome societal
norms, these training courses align
with the values of GWI (globally),
CFUW (nationally) and UWCM
(locally).

TO CATCH UP ON MORE
NETWORK NEWS

Subscribe to the CFUW Club Action
newsletter here.

Subscribe to the GWI Update
newsletter here.

Sign up for NCWC News here

11


https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=c38dba3032
https://graduatewomen.org/media-publications/update-newsletter/
https://ncwcanada.com/news/ncwc-newsletter-sign-up/

CLUB CALENDAR

Club activities in yellow; external ones mentioned in newsletter in blue.

January
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
01 02 03 04
Happy New
Year!
05 06 07 08 09 10 11
Jaunters: Library Coffee Foundation
Witches Lecture - Klatch fundraiser:
exhibit Zoom only Banksy
Board
Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Club Dinner Library
Lecture -
GWI Zoom only
Fellowship
Application
Deadline
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Book Club Library
Lecture -
Zoom only
Robbie
Burns
Evenin
26 27 28 29 30 30
Library |Opera McGill
Lecture - and McaGill
Zoom only Symphony
Orchestra:
Women’s | The Light in
Issues the Piazza

Image By Dr Haggis (Wikipedia)
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CLUB CALENDAR (cont’d)

Club activities in yellow; external ones mentioned in newsletter in blue.

February
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
01
Opera
McGill and
McGill
Symphony
Orchestra:
The Light
in the
Piazza
02 03 04 05 06 07 08
Opera Board
McGill and Meeting
McGill
Symphony
Orchestra:
The Light
in the
Piazza
09 10 11 12 13 14 15
Happy
Valentine’s
Day
Coffee
Klatch
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Book Club Home Home Home Home
dinners* dinners* dinners* dinners*
Home
dinners*
23 24 25 26 27 28
Women's
Issues

*Dates of your individual home dinner to be confirmed by your hostess.

13




The UWCM meeting room Click these icons to stay
Atwater Library in touch

Club Room #7
1200 Atwater Avenue G @
Westmount, QC

H3Z 1X4

Image by Mirostaw i Joanna Bucholc from Pixabay

Newsletter Production

Editor: Lorraine O'Donnell
Copy editor: Donna Jensen

Happy New Year!


https://pixabay.com/users/aszak-22997580/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=8485760
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=8485760
https://www.instagram.com/uwcmtl/
https://www.facebook.com/uwcmtl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-women's-club-of-montreal/
https://uwcm.com/
http://uwcmtl@gmail.com
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