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JULY 2025 NEWSLETTER

AGM WINE & CHEESE

Held on June 18 at

historic Maison Forget,

the Club’s AGM began NEW LOGO

when members gathered

over a spread of cheese We are now sporting an

and a glass of wine. updated logo to conform

Then they sat down to with all other

view and accept financial CFUW clubs and based
statements, ratify motions of the board, vote on CFUW resolutions, on its rebranding done
and hear reports from the acting president, the Foundation, just last year.
Nominating Committee, and Centenary Committee.

FOUNDATION FACTS

Women Beyond Bollywood Fundraiser
65 tickets sold, $2,600 raised

Challenging Bollywood's misogynistic tropes, documentary director Rahila
Bootwala explores how some remarkable emerging flmmakers and three
generations of women are reshaping the film industry and taking controversial
stands on religion, sexuality and marriage. Syeda Bukhari, of the South Asian Film
Festival of Montreal introduced the film. Jocelyne Clarke, who co-wrote the script
with Rabhila, writes “Films can be real gifts and this one will keep giving for a while.”

Donation from Lectures & Lunch It’s never too late to donate!

Since September, 104 lunches over 10 months Our Annual Giving Campaign begins in November
were served by convenor Carly Pepler. Of the and runs until June 30. To donate online, visit https://
$5 per person charge collected each time, and uwcm.com/donate/ and click the “Donate Now”
having fully reimbursed herself for expenses, button. Or make your cheque payable to UWCM
$100 was donated to the Foundation, setting Foundation and mail it to #7 - 1200 avenue Atwater,
aside $45 to start lunches again in the fall. Westmount, QC, H3Z 1X4. Women in need can use
our support. Women in education appreciate our
financial backing.



https://uwcm.com/donate/
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President’s Greetings

Hello, Club members -

I’'m pleased to be writing my first note as the
new UWCM president.

Thanks to members and the nominating
committee for your confidence in my ability to
lead this nearly century-old organization that
does so much good. Thank you, as well, to all
those who extended warm congratulations as |
step into the role.

About myself: | was born in Montreal to parents
of French Canadian and Irish working-class
heritage. A lifelong feminist, my work as a
student focussed on the history of women’s
work, including at the Eaton’s Company. Ask me
anything about Eaton’s and I'll probably have
something to say! Now | lead a Concordia
University-based research unit focussed on
English-speaking communities of Quebec.

Back to the Club: the new Board has a lot on its
plate. Our day-to-day priorities include finding a
good new venue for our cherished monthly
dinners, as well as planning a new round of
dinner speakers and interest groups that will
start up in the fall.

There will also be some special issues | would
like us to focus on, including advocacy.

And of course, there is also the 2027 Club
centenary to look forward to. Planning it is in the
capable hands of the Centenary Committee
consisting of, so far, Elaine Bander, Susan
Button, Andrea de Gosztonyi, Maryse Ingenito
and Donna Jensen.

At the national level, the CFUW will hold its
annual meeting in Montreal in 2026. | look
forward to supporting that event in collaboration
with other provincial Clubs. | expect that we will
hear more about the 2026 meeting at this year’s
CFUW AGM, to be held virtually on July 11-13.
Our Vice-President Adéle Hébert, who is our
CFUW liaison, and | will attend. Will you join us?

All that said, while life can be busy, here’s to a
lazy summer enjoying the heat and sunshine
while we can. See you in September.

Lorraine
O’ Dovwnell

President

2024-25 Dinner Speakers’ Chosen Charities

In lieu of a fee, UWCM has contributed to these non-profits chosen by our dinner speakers:

» Doctors Without Borders: provides medical
care to people affected by conflict in over
70 countries (October)

« Chez Doris: a network of agencies that
helps to improve quality of life (November)

« Accueil Bonneau: helps individuals regain
residential stability and independence (April)

« Auberge Madeleine: provides shelter
and support to women experiencing
homelessness (May)
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EVENTS CALENDAR — JULY 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
COFFEE KLATCH
CFUW
CFUW virtual AGM
virtual AGM
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
CFUW
virtual AGM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
BOOK CLUB BUDDIES
27 28 29 30 31

Directory Updates

Recently, you received an updated Membership Membership: Olga Shevchenko
Directory. Keep it handy to contact fellow
members whenever you wish. Any new Newsletter: Donna Jensen

information will be shared in future newsletters.
If you notice anything that needs correction, let
us know.
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INTEREST GROUPS

BOOK CLUB BUDDIES

Monday, July 21, 4:00 - 5:30 pm

The group of about 12 usually meets the third of
each month. Each member of the group chooses a
book to discuss. The book presenter acts as host
and brings snacks and beverages for participants.
She also leads the discussion on her book of
choice. Convenor: Tanya Fitzpatrick

LIBRARY LECTURES & LUNCH

Thursdays, 12:30 - 3:00 pm

Lectures resume in September

After the 12:30 in-person lecture at the Atwater
Library, Carly serves a light lunch for $5 in our
Club Room. For information and to see the full
series of lectures, click here. Let Carly know if
you will stay for lunch. Convenor: Carly Pepler

WOMEN’S ISSUES

Last Thursday of each month

Over drinks and dinner at the McGill Faculty
Club, the group meets first for a cocktail and
then moves to the dining room 45 minutes later.
Join at any time to discuss a predetermined
topic. Parking for $15 is available at the back of
the Faculty Club building.

Convenor: Olga Shevchenko

BRIDGE

Convenor needed! (Contact Interest Group lead
Olga Shevchenko for details.) The Westmount
Contactivity Centre offers bridge courses once a
week on Tuesdays. Contact https:/

contactivitycentre.org for information.

COFFEE KLATCH

Friday, July 11, 7:30 - 9:00 am

We meet on the second Friday of each month,
starting around 7:45 am at Avenue G coffee
shop on Greene Ave.

Convenor:: Leah Trineer

MUSEUM & ART GALLERY JAUNTERS

Starts up again in September

Guided tours at local museums. Groups must be
kept small so are assembled on a first come, first
served basis.

Convenor: Pilar Shephard-Cumming

OUTDOOR LADIES
July outing planned - details to come

NEW CONVENOR HAS STEPPED FORWARD

This group enjoys a variety of fun walks around
town during spring, summer and fall.
Convenor: Rahila Bootwala

THE YOUNG SKATERS AND THEIR ICE RINK, JOHN
LITTLE, PAINTED IN 1970, OIL ON CANVAS, PRIVATE
COLLECTION, MONTREAL. PHOTO © GUY LHEUREUX.

JOHN LITTLE EXHIBITION

Chateau Ramezay Museum
July 7, July 21, 11 am

Guided tour of the museum itself, including John Little
exhibit, by Carly Pepler on July 7 and 21. Museum
tours offered every day. Price is $14.50 (adults),
$12.50 (seniors).

Contact Carly for more information.

Page 4


https://contactivitycentre.org
https://contactivitycentre.org

= cluw fcidu

UWC MONTREAL INC

NEW(ish) EDITOR

In September 2014, | began my first stint as editor
following Adeline Beaulac’s longtime efforts. When |
was elected co-president with Leah Trineer in 2019,
we asked Noran Ahmed to take on the duty before
Barbara Lewis offered to add her communications
skills to the role. She handed things over to graphic
designer Emma Major, and then Lorraine O’'Donnell,
our new president, took it over last year. All of these

ladies lent individual styles and talents to the project.

The Nominating Committee had spent many weeks
trying to fill this position before committee member
Pam Georges suggested | resume the role. | greatly
appreciate the confidence Pam has shown, and
given, me over the years.

| am grateful for the expert and skilled copy-editing

and proofreading help this month from Zofia Laubitz.

Feel free to submit relevant articles, member news
and photos any time. | will do my
best to publish in a timely manner.

Dovwnav Jenserv

BIRTHDAYS

The birthday list is a work in progress.
Let us know if we missed yours.

PHOTO CREDITS: PAGE 1 - OLGA SHEVCHENKO TAKEN BY
BARBARA LEWIS (AGM), DOMINIC VARVARO (RAHILA, DONNA).
PAGE 2 - © CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY BY LISA GRAVES
(LORRAINE). PAGE 5 - © STUDIO COOKIE BY K. GIRARD (DONNA),
FINEARTDAILY FROM PIXABAY (BIRTHDAY CAKE IMAGE).

CENTENARY
COMMITTEE

A CENTURY OF EMPOWERMENT

As announced at the June 18 AGM by
Committee member (and author of the last
four newsletter articles) Susan Button, the
Club will turn 100 years old in mid-March
of 2027!

The Committee has spent nearly six years
already and is pleased to announce that
there will be a Gala Dinner taking place on
Wednesday, October 20, 2027, at the
McGill University Faculty Club. The night’s
keynote speaker will be current Concordia
University Chancellor Cody, a prominent
Concordia graduate and the first woman

in Canada to earn a PhD in building
engineering.

More details to come!
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2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lorraine O’Donnell............ President

Adéle Hebert (new)........... Vice-President, CFUW Liaison
Margarita Schultz............... Secretary

To be determined®............. Treasurer

Olga Shevchenko.............. Membership (new), Interest Groups
Leah Trineer..................... Program

Ana-Mihaela Faciu (new)..... Dinner Coordination

Barbara Lewis................... Communications

Donna Jensen (new)........... Newsletter

Lauren Rudy (new)............. Social Media

Lynn Travers..............o...... Member-at-large

Pilar Shephard-Cumming..... Member-at-large,

Veronica Noble (new).......... Member-at-large, GWI Liaison

On April 28, 2025, the Nominating Committee
(Pamela Georges, Donna Jensen (Chair), Sheila
Mohammed, Dominique Racanelli, Judith
Ritchie) submitted its slate of nominees to the
Board of Directors.

*Alaka McConnell, whom the Committee
nominated as treasurer, recently declined for
personal reasons. The new Board will determine
who will perform treasurer duties when they
meet in late July to ratify board positions.

Conforming to Foundation Trust Document

The Foundation is now administered by a maximum of seven trustees — Maya Bergeron-Métivier,
Rahila Bootwala, Susan Button, Andrea de Gosztonyi, Donna Jensen, Zofia Laubitz, and Leah
Trineer — as declared in the Amended and Restated Trust Document dated December 10, 2021.

GWI NEWS

GWI Triennial to be held in Lusaka, Zambia
September 11 to 13

This in-person general meeting is held every
three years. CFUW is the largest national
federation and association (NFA). Eight voting
delegates (Linda Sestock, Joy Hurst, Beryl
Mathewson, Brenda Robertson, Pat Patton,
Gail Neff, Kathryn Wilkinson, Grace Hollett),

two alternates (Hally Siddons and our very own
Lorraine O’Donnell) and at least two other
CFUW members will be attending. Anyone is
welcome to register. Contact Grace Hollett,
CFUW VP International Relations, for more
details. Registration fee is 350 Swiss Francs
(about CDN $600).
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