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THE UWCM 
MEETING 

ROOM 
Atwater Library  
Club Room #7 

1200 Atwater Ave., 
Westmount, 

Québec H3Z 1X4

 
May the road rise up to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 
In this Celtic prayer, nature’s elements – wind, sun, and rain – invoke God’s 

connection with people. These last two years of 
pandemic isolation have made people,  
and certainly our members, yearn for such 
connection. A celebratory mood was clear  
at our February Valentine revelry.

We had a wonderful turnout at our 
February dinner where Danny 

Lourenço, co-owner of Westmount Florist, spoke of his background,  
his family business, and many fun flower facts. It was a pleasure to see so 
many happy faces as members begin to re-enter this post-pandemic era.

After enforced isolation caused by the pandemic, we are grateful to 
begin to gather again. Our home-base La Classe Restaurant continues to 
undergo government scheduling and curriculum restrictions. Thus, your 
Board of Directors have scheduled Home Dinners this month (see Page 
10 of this newsletter) and will return to dinner-and-speaker events starting in April.

(Continued on the next page.)   

Message from Co-presidents,  
Donna Jensen and Leah Trineer
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Home Dinners, which might be unfamiliar  
to newer members, give us a chance to get to 
know other members who gather in smaller 
groups at a member’s home over a friendly 
potluck dinner or lunch. Let us know if you 
would like to host or contribute as a guest –  
we will assign groupings and your host will 
contact you about what dish to bring.

Take a moment this month to recognize the 
women, past and present, who contributed to where we are today. Especially on Tuesday, 
March 8, celebrate International Women’s Day by extending a kind thought or action to a 
special woman in your life.
 Slainte!

Message from Co-presidents,  
continued…

The McGill Women's Alumnae Association (MWAA) 
invites you to a special discussion of how Indigenous 
women are involved in and influenced by sustainable 

development.

ONLINE: McGill24: Muriel V. Roscoe Lecture: Indigenous 
women & sustainable development Tuesday, March 8, 6 PM 
to 7 PM EST. 

In honour of International Women's Day, join Dr. Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine,  
Co-Principal Investigator of the Ărramăt ⴰⵔⵔⴰⵎⴰⵜ. and former chair of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and a member of Tinhinane 

Association, for her discussion with Gawaher Atif, BA'81, an international development 
and humanitarian affairs professional. Event details are HERE.

UWCM member, Gawaher Atif, will lead the discussion in the following 
 McGill Women's Alumnae Association event on March 8.

https://myalumni.mcgill.ca/s/1762/gid2/interior-connect.aspx?pgid=445&gid=2
https://www.alumni.mcgill.ca/aoc/events-travel/EventDetails.php?id=NDUxNDA
https://myalumni.mcgill.ca/s/1762/gid2/interior-connect.aspx?pgid=445&gid=2
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GWI Initiatives - Status of  Women, Healthcare & Climate Change

DAINA TANE

66th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW66)
The United Nations (UN) Commission on the Status of 
Women is the principal global intergovernmental body 
dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women. CSW66 will take place online from 
March 14 to 25, 2022, under the priority theme “achieving 
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls 
in the context of climate change, environmental and disaster 
risk reduction policies and programmes.”

Participation information:  Given the virtual nature  
of the CSW66, GWI members who would like to participate 
in the CSW66 are required to create an Indico account 
HERE then register for the CSW66 session. GWI will 
approve members only; non-members will not be admitted to the GWI registry.  
Proof of membership will be required before approval is granted. GWI members can register  

for the CSW66 sessions until February 28, 2022. 
Approved registrants will receive direct email communications 
about CSW-related activities, events, and updates leading up to  
and during the session.

GWI CSW66 Parallel Events
Resilient, Full Access to Women's Healthcare: 
Redressing Gender Inequalities of Climate Change  
The Women’s Global Health Working Group call to action 
exposes the socioeconomic determinants of health and 
challenges barriers to access to health by mandating advanced 
capacity building, high leadership diversity inclusion and 

development of professionals in all aspects. The parallel event will be held 
on March 15, 2022, 9-10:30 AM EST. Register in advance for this meeting. 
 
 
Young Women and Climate Action: Educating a Climate Conscious Generation
GWI YMN will present a panel of experts to share their views based on research on the role of 
young women in contributing towards climate action as well as on how education plays a vital role  
in raising a climate-conscious generation. Experts will also provide highlights of actions already taken 
and recommendations for the future. The parallel event will be held on March 24, 2022, 8-9:30 AM 
EST. Register in advance for this meeting. 

https://indico.un.org/register/
https://ngocsw66forum.us2.pathable.com/meetings/jMHczovXDf6RRqSGz
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-CtrDoiGdxSbYFZGlJwBilE-HJJsgNx


UWCM  MARCH 2022 NEWSLETTER                                               MARCH 1, 2022

PAGE 4

 ATWATER LIBRARY UPDATE  
 

The Atwater Library building is open again for solo activities with COVID precautions. 
We’re checking for proof of vaccination with photo ID as well as requiring mask wearing  

and physical distancing. For information and help with borrowing, please contact our  
Head Librarian, Roxann Fournier-Hoyt:

Email - rfhoyt@atwaterlibrary.ca   •   Phone: 514-935-7344

International Women’s Day  
March 8, 2022 
International Women's Day (March 8) is a global day that 
celebrates the historical, cultural, and political achievements  
of women. The day is also observed to support those who take 
action against gender inequality around the world.

One of the leading themes for International Women’s Day 
2022 has the hash code #BreakTheBias.  
On the main website they write: 

“Imagine a gender 
equal world. A world free 

of bias, stereotypes and 
discrimination. A world that's 

diverse, equitable, and inclusive.  
A world where difference is valued 
and celebrated. Together we can 

forge women's equality. Collectively 
we can all #BreakTheBias. 

Celebrate women's achievement. Raise 
awareness against bias. Take action 

for equality.” 

There are many activities taking place online and in person! Here are several places to see  
what’s going on!
International Women’s Day  - main website
CFUW - take action
CanadianWomen.org - make moves for gender justice 
Atwater Library - Women’s Series

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://cfuw.org/cfuw-take-action/
http://CanadianWomen.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScuezlaIY2mhl3-LaxcO1r86ggtkgeXFFRRnL39-fGhElBLcQ/viewform
mailto:rfhoyt@atwaterlibrary.ca
tel:5149357344
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UWCM Member Activities!

Our Valentine’s Dinner took place on 
Wednesday, February 16, at the  
Il Cortile Restaurant, which has a lovely 

ambience. 
It was a happy event for a large group of 

UWCM members. Thank you to those who 
attended!
Our speaker, Danny Lourenço, co-owner of 
Westmount Florist, offered a gorgeous bouquet of 
flowers in a draw at the end of the evening. As you 
see, Andrea Bobkowicz was the happy winner! She 
is seen in the photo with Danny, Donna, and Leah.
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UWCM Member Activities!  Continued…

Read about the latest work of long-time UWCM member, Karin Doerr: 

Read Late Kafka in a New Way 
Announcing the publication of a new translation of Franz  
Kafka’s Josephine the Singer or A People of Mice  
in a fresh and thoughtful English translation by Karin Doerr and 
Gary Evans, including a substantial new introduction,  
placing Kafka’s story in its time in light of his Jewish identity.

Karin Doerr taught courses in German culture and language  
and on women and genocide at Concordia University.   
She co-authored An English Lexicon of the Language  
of the Third Reich.   
She lives in Montreal.

Gary Evans taught communication and Film Studies at the University of Ottawa. 
His work focuses on antisemitism and the Holocaust. He lives in Montreal. To buy  
a copy of Josephine or to request an exam copy, contact publisher Norman Ravvin  
at ravv@videotron.ca  Single copies are $12 CAN 

Montreal Lakeshore UWC  
- Opioid Resolution 

In June 2021, at the CFUW AGM, Canada’s Opioid 
Crisis was adopted as a resolution. Since that date, 
regrettably, the number of fatal drug overdoses has 
increased dramatically. Tainted drugs caused the majority 
of these overdoses. It is crucial, therefore, that we increase the number of easily accessible 
safe-injection sites. All of the victims of those overdoses were once well-loved members of 
their families who are still grieving their losses. In order to get more safe-injection sites, we 
must put pressure on our politicians, federal, provincial, and municipal, to work to provide 
these sites. The accompanying letter is in Word format, so it is easily modified to meet your 
needs. A few minutes of your time can help to save a precious life. Please, act now and send 
this letter. These are the links for the letter in English or in French. 

mailto:ravv@videotron.ca
https://www.mluwc.com/uploads/1/0/7/1/107109475/opioid_crises_letter_word__rev_feb6_.docx
https://www.mluwc.com/uploads/1/0/7/1/107109475/opioid_crises_letter_word__rev_feb6__fr.docx
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Financial Literacy  
Andrea Bobkowicz is organizing this group, which meets at 7:00 PM on the second 
Thursday of the month. Andrea will focus on a specific document that is available on 

the UWCM website under Financial Literacy. Developed by women 
for women, a facilitator manual and 15 case studies are available in 
a print-ready PDF for use by community groups, professional 
educators and others. The next meeting TBA soon.

Travel Club 
The Travel Club will be meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 3:30-5:30 PM on Zoom.

Our topic will be: Books that inspired my travels - Part 2.  
Come share with us books that inspired you to travel and/or that you 
read while you travelled. How did they enhance your experience?  

Did a movie inspire you also?

Part 1 was so popular and led to such a dynamic exchange that we have  
decided to continue with more exciting books to add to our reading list!

RSVP appreciated: andreadeg@hotmail.com

Here is our reading list from February's meeting:
Chile: Travels in a Thin Country by Sarah Wheeler
Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys
Death in Venice by Thomas Mann
The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver
The Henna Artist and The Secret Keeper of Jaipur by Alka Joshi
Outpost: A Journey to the Wild Ends of the Earth by Dan Richards
The Outrun by Amy Liptrot
A Year in Provence by Peter Mayle
Bruno Chief of Police by Martin Walker (series)
Timeline by Michael Crichton
Death at La Fenice by Donna Leon (Series)
“You Are There,” Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader by Anne Fadiman
Holiday with Violence by Ellis Peters (series)
“Other People's Lives,” in Modern Essays and Sketches by Winifred Holtby

mailto:andreadeg@hotmail.com
Rectangle
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E cological footprint 
survey!

To recognize this year’s Earth Day,  
the Quebec Council of CFUW is 

challenging our six Quebec clubs to find 
out which club is more eco-friendly!
This is a fun, innovative and informative exercise that will help you learn how 
your habits and lifestyle contribute to climate change.

Click here for the survey. It should only take 15 to 20 minutes to complete.

Tips: 
- Base your answers on the one-year period between March 1, 2021,  
and February 28, 2022.

- Adding more details in the survey paints a better 
picture. 
- When you give the size of your home, do not include 
the basement. 
- If you have more than one home, combine the 
appropriate square footage of all. 
 
 When you’re done, click HERE to enter your result, 
which will ensure the confidentiality of your results. 

The deadline to reply is April 21. Results will be 
announced at the Quebec Provincial Council AGM  
on April 23. The winning club will also be publicized  

at the August CFUW AGM. 
 

https://www.footprintcalculator.org/
https://forms.gle/V1opSiyc83uFuP6f8
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CFUW Charitable Trust 

The CFUW Charitable Trust raises money and administers the funds for Fellowships and 
Awards and is supported by the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW). 

The Trust assists University Women Graduates to further their post-graduate education. 
An applicant for any of the CFUW Fellowships or Awards funded by the CFUW 
Charitable Trust must have:
• At least a bachelor degree or equivalent from a recognized university
• Acceptance or current enrolment in her proposed program and place of study for 

academic year 2022-2023
• Canadian Citizenship or Permanent Resident Status in Canada. 

If you know of a young woman who meets the requirements, please refer her to this page. 

“One swallow does not make a summer, but one skein of 
geese, cleaving the murk of March thaw, is the Spring.”  
-Aldo Leopold

https://cfuwcharitabletrust.ca/fellowships-awards-2/
https://cfuwcharitabletrust.ca/fellowships-awards-2/
http://cfuw.org/
https://fcfdu.smapply.io/
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Home Dinners: Taking place week of March 14! 

We traditionally hold our Home Dinners in 
April in lieu of our regular dinner meeting.  
Our last such gathering was in 2019 – three 
years ago!
In the fall, La Classe informed us that its 
students were not going to be able to provide 
meals during February and March due to 
COVID-19 circumstances. As a result, and 
since government restrictions have loosened, 

we have decided to switch our Home Dinners  
to March so that we can all gather again at La Classe in April!

While the organization of the evening will be left partially up to the host 
and her guests, we do suggest holding the event during the week of March 
14, our regular meeting date. 

The intent of the event is to create an opportunity to meet in a more 
intimate setting and to welcome newer members into 
the fold. The evening is meant to be potluck, so please 
coordinate with your host when she calls about bringing an 
appetizer, a casserole, vegetable(s), dessert, bread or wine.  

It is meant to be a no-fuss evening with lots of time to chat. 
Contact your Co-Presidents:  

Donna - donjenvar@yahoo.ca and/or Leah - wanda.leah.trineer@sympatico.ca  
with answers to the following questions (if you expressed your interest at the dinner  
held last Wednesday, no reply to this e-mail is necessary):

1.) Would you like to host or be a guest?
2.) If hosting, what is the maximum number of people you can accommodate  
(for clarity, please include yourself in this number)?
3.) What day of the week of March 14 do you prefer (first and/or second choice)?
4.) Would a lunch option be preferable (subject to sufficient interest)?

mailto:donjenvar@yahoo.ca
mailto:wanda.leah.trineer@sympatico.ca
Rectangle

Rectangle
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Stacy Dry Lara, Executive Director  
Graduate Women International  

Described as dedicated and loyal, Stacy Dry Lara has 
been Executive Director of GWI since 2016. From her 

office outside Geneva in Switzerland, she expertly organizes the 
operations concerning 15,000 members spanning more than 52 
countries. She has helped rebuild GWI into the stable organization 
it was meant to be.
At its 2019 Triennial Assembly, Stacy reported that by the end of 
2016, “the organization was...financially unstable...This reality 
forced the immediate dismissal of 

staff, leaving me to assume the 
workload of 4.5 staff members. Operating under the 
immediate austerity budget and with a very dedicated 
board, a strategic plan for stability was quickly set into 
motion.” 
Stacy trains and organizes volunteers and interns to provide 
member services, and manages projects such as the 
“Teachers for Rural Futures” program in Uganda,  
the “Young Members Network” of the Generation Equality 
Forum, and the “Bina Roy Projects in Development” program. She presents on women's 
issues to United Nations sessions, such as the Human Rights Council. She is the 
managing editor of the GWI Update newsletter and writes all GWI statements to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council and the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women. 
Holding a degree in journalism and advertising, minoring in psychology, and a certificate 
of diplomacy, Stacy is Senior Advisor and Past President of the Geneva NGO Committee 
on the Status of Women, the President of the NGO Commission on Human Rights, 
Adjunct Professor at the University of Calgary, board member of the Erna Hamburger 
Foundation, a member of the Geneva UN Committee on Aging, and a member of the 
UN Forum of the Environment.
Among other GWI initiatives, Stacy helped start an internship program with six 
universities from around the world. Read the complete GWI 2019 Triennial report.
 

GRADUATE 
WOMEN  

INTERNATIONAL

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/GWI-33rd-GWI-VP-ED-Committee-Reports-FINAL-07.07.19-v1-1.pdf
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Special Event!  - Dr. Maude Abbott was a founding member of the UWCM in 1927.  
She obtained a BA in 1890 as a member of the third class of female students to attend 
McGill. She was that year’s valedictorian and took home the Lord Stanley Gold Medal 
for academic achievement. But she was not admitted to McGill’s Medical School because 
she was a woman. So she went to Bishop’s University, and became a world-recognized 
doctor and a beacon of inspiration for young women wishing to join the medical 
profession. 

Read more about Maude Abbott and her Bicentennial Celebration here.
  
  

Thursday, March 17 is 
Saint Patrick's Day 2022

Irish Proverb 

A good friend is like a four-leaf clover, 
hard to find and lucky to have.

https://www.mcgill.ca/medicalmuseum/activities/maude-abbott-symposium-2022
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Member Birthdays!  
If you know of a member who will soon have a birthday,  
please let us know. We would like to pay tribute to those 

“Birthday Girls” right here, month to month! 
 

March Birthdays 
Our very own Co-President, Leah Trineer will celebrate her birthday on March 10. 
Pilar Shephard-Cumming celebrates on March 12. 
Maria Ardito Masi celebrates on March 12, too! 
Susan Button celebrates on March 30.  Happy festivities to all of you!

Deadline 
for Ads

Financial  
Literacy  

Travel 
Club 
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•  Trying to declutter your home by selling/giving away some 
furniture, household items, books, or electronics?

•  Searching for some rare book you read years ago but can no longer 
find anywhere?

•A friend is looking for someone trustworthy to host their pet while 
she is out of town?

• A family member is moving out and needs someone to take 
over their lease? Or perhaps is looking for a tenant with 
good references for their property?

• You’d like to advertise about your business or other 
work with a business card? (*see detail  below) 

Our very own UWCM monthly newsletter can  
certainly help! 

If you would like to advertise anything along the above lines, please feel free to send  
a brief ad in PDF format to uwcmtl@gmail.com in addition to a $15 fee (either by 
cheque payable to the University Women’s Club of Montreal Inc. or via bank transfer) 
not later than the 15th of each month. * Businesses/self-employed people are 
eligible for one-year ads in every newsletter for a one-time payment of 
$100. 

Members are most welcome to advertise for themselves or on behalf of family and 
friends.  

Kindly note that only advertisements received with their payments within the 
deadline will appear in the immediately upcoming newsletter. Any ads/payments 
received after the 15th will be postponed to the following month.

All funds received for advertising will be dedicated to the UWCM 
Centennial Celebration in 2027 

How About Advertising in Our Newsletter?

mailto:uwcmtl@gmail.com
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FACEBOOK

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Barbara Lewis - Editor

Zofia Laubitz - Proofreader


