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THE UWCM 
MEETING ROOM 

Atwater Library  
Club Room #7 

1200 Atwater Ave., 
Westmount, Québec 

H3Z 1X4

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS 
Welcome to a new year at the UWCM. We say “new” because virtual 
conferences, grocery shopping online and watching webinars are now the 
new normal. We’re proud to report that, almost immediately after the 
pandemic reared its ugly head, your board donated $1,000 to Résilience 
Montréal to help feed the homeless of Cabot Square. And the Foundation 
duplicated that donation from funds already raised shortly thereafter. 
We see this as a sign that your dues are doing some good in the world.

Over the summer, Andréa’s Travel Club journeyed to France for Bastille Day 
and to Scotland while socially distancing in the Rockhill apartment esplanade. Leah hosted a mid-day picnic in 
Westmount Park and Sheila welcomed members (twice!) for afternoon tea and delicious pastries outside Duc du 
Lorraine near Queen Mary Road. Lauretta arranged the Ladies Who Lunch to dine in August at Jardin Nelson and 
had a small garden party in her backyard later that same month. Donna greeted early-morning Coffee & Chatters 
in Westmount Park in July and near the Charlevoix Bridge/ Lachine Canal Park in August. 
There were three webinars this summer, a yoga instructor (organized by Noran), a reflexologist (organized by 
Gawa), and member Olga Shevchenko’s talk on the life of Coco Chanel (organized by Barbara). We appreciate the 
time these ladies gave us and have sent a donation to Chez Doris in their names.
Our phone-chain callers (Barbara, Sheila, Anelia and Ilea) have done a great job keeping in touch with our 
members and relaying important information that may have been missed on line. We will soon be initiating a 
permanent committee of volunteer callers to keep in touch with those who wish. Watch this space for more!

With government restrictions cautiously loosening, many of us have enjoyed gathering with family or friends in 
local parks, balconies and terraces. Unfortunately, however, La Classe Restaurant remains closed at least for 
September. So our usual September dinner will instead be virtual, and we invite you to gather in front of a 
computer with a few others to join our virtual “BYOB welcome back cocktail” on Wednesday, September 16, from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm. Submit a short answer to the question “What can I expect from UWCM?” to inspire discussion. 
Contact either us if you have any questions.

Leah, Gawa and I attended the CFUW virtual Special General Meeting on August 8, where almost 300 CFUW 
delegates completed the AGM agenda, passing two emergency resolutions about long-term health care in Canada,  
and all six original resolutions. This has given us many ideas for initiatives our club can sponsor. Stay tuned.
Almost a year ago, 500,000-plus Montrealers embraced the ideals of young Greta Turnberg at her Climate 
Change Rally on Mont Royal. As you enjoy some laughter with friends, do not forget to honour our local 
caregivers. Let’s work together to help our fellow members and those less fortunate in our city and around the 
world. Let’s take a moment each day to be grateful for what we have and to work for a more caring world. 
Stay strong. Stay focussed. Stay positive! 
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FOUNDATION NEWS - 
By Andrea de Gosztonyi & Liz Annesley 
Review of our activities for 2019-2020 

This has been an interesting year for the 
Foundation. Co-chaired by Liz Annesley and 
Andrea de Gosztonyi, and with the help and 
support of a wonderful board of trustees, the 
Foundation was heading towards a busy and 
profitable year. Unfortunately, Covid 19 put a 
halt to all activities. We certainly hope that 
you, and your family, are healthy. 

We started our financial year in November 
with the Annual Giving Campaign. We are 
pleased that so many of you participated and 
that using Canada Helps was such a success. 
November was also the month that we had our 
second annual Museum Tour of the MMFA 
under the excellent guidance of Andrea 
MacKenzie. It was a sold-out event.  
Our February event, The Gondoliers - McGill 
Savoy Society Theater party, was also sold-
out. 
Unfortunately, our other activities were 
cancelled: May visit to the National Assembly, 
the Gift Basket Raffle at our AGM and a June 
Fund-raising dinner at Toucheh Restaurant in 
Westmount. 

Despite these difficult times, we were able to 
disburse $9,000 to the following 
organizations: 
For education (which is part of our mandate) 

we disbursed $4,500 as follows:  
$1,500 to École Polytechnique U de M  
$2,500 to Concordia University 
$500 to the Betsy Barber Fund 

For Social Outreach we also disbursed $4,500 
to the following organizations: 
$1,000 to Auberge Madeleine 
$1,000 to Maison Shalom 
$1,000 to Résilience Montréal 
$1,500 to the Patricia McKenzie Pavilion of  
the Old Brewery Mission 

We would like to thank-you all for supporting 
the Foundation. For Liz and myself, our 
mandate has come to an end and we would 
like to wish our successor all the best. This 
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Atwater Library Clubhouse - Room #7 - Update!

Can we now have access to our Clubhouse 
Room #7 at the Atwater Library?  
Yes! And there is a process:  
- Only afternoons (3 to 5 pm) or evenings (6 
to 8) are available.
- Maximum of four to six people.
- Contact the Atwater Library’s Kimberley 
Ryan (kryan@atwaterlibrary.ca) to schedule a 
date and time.
- Identify yourself as a member of the 
UWCM. 
- Your group must meet first outside the 
Tupper Street entrance.
- A security guard will then let your group in.
- You must wear a mask and practise social 
distancing. 
- Limit your presence to our clubroom and 
washroom.

Atwater Library  
Phase 2 Reopening Being Planned

“We are now planning Phase 2 reopening 
and will make an 
announcement 
right after Labour 
Day. 
Before moving to 
Phase 2, we have 
to complete 
renovations related 
to our elevator-
accessibility 

project and make alterations meeting public 
health requirements to prevent the spread of 
COVID.

In Phase 2, everyone will have access to our 
building to use our computer centre and browse 
our library stacks. places.” For more info, visit: 
https://www.atwaterlibrary.ca/

Our 100 Years: The Canadian Federation of 
University Women 
This engaging study of a still active women's organization 
is more than a centennial history to make its members 
proud. It also provides a lively exploration of a unique 
organization founded by early women leaders in higher 
education who offered friendship, community 
engagement, and lifelong learning. 

With a leadership of exceptional women, the organization 
played a largely overlooked role in the women's movement 
by supporting education and the arts, encouraging young 
women to pursue higher education and scholarships, and 
through its advocacy initiatives helped to build the 
Canadian nation.
Read more about it here.

mailto:kryan@atwaterlibrary.ca
mailto:kryan@atwaterlibrary.ca
https://secondstorypress.ca/adult/our100years
https://secondstorypress.ca/adult/our100years
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Sheila Mohammed’s coffee group met at a 

park across 
from Duc du 
Lorraine 
Patisserie. 

To those of  
us who did 
not get there, 
Sheila wrote: 

“You missed a 
 delicious treat. 
We all enjoyed 
the event and 
we had some 
sunshine.”

Donna Jensen  hosted a “Coffee & Chat” in 
Westmount Park in late July. See photo below!

It may be too late in the season to host many 
more outdoor events. But if you see a great 
September day coming up, and you’d like to host 
a coffee circle of your own, please let us know!

Our final webinar of the Summer!  
Gabrielle Coco Chanel: the woman, the designer, and the 
business woman. Presented by UWCM member, Olga 
Shevchenko on Tuesday, August 23rd @ 4:30 
Olga’s webinar was fascinating. We learned about Coco Chanel’s very 
humble beginnings and how she maneuvered herself into the right social 
circles, through both cunning and a huge work ethic. She went on to 
develop a line of internationally loved products. 

She also had a way with words. Some of her most memorable quotes:
“In order to be irreplaceable, one must always be different.”
“Simplicity is the keynote of all true elegance.”
“The most courageous act is still to think for yourself. Aloud.”

Outdoor Get Togethers
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Special Interest 
Groups Upcoming 
Meetings!  

Travel Group  
Travel Club for 
dates 
September:
Tuesday 
September 1st 
3-5 pm Rockhill 
courtyard. 
Alternate date 
in case of bad 

weather: Tuesday September 8th
Theme: Bring a memento from the farthest trip 
you have been on and briefly explain its origin 
and circumstances. (See 2 Travel Club photos!)
BYOB (Bring Your Own Beverage) & BYOS 
(Bring Your Own Snack) + mask.
Please RSVP Andrea - andreadeg@hotmail.com 

Ladies Who Lunch met on Aug.14 at Jardin 
Nelson. “It was a delightful, delicious event with 
great jazz music and lots of laughter! The 
members said they want to return again in 
September. So the next meeting will be here: 
Friday, September 11 at 12:15 pm 
Jardin Nelson Terrace
407 Place Jacgues-Cartier, Old Montreal
RSVP 04 September
Lauretta Alexander - griffin7@sympatico.ca 

UPDATES ON UWCM 
MEMBERS!
In our flurry of Springtime 
“How are you doing?” phone 
calls to UWCM members, 
several people requested that 
we add a section to the 
newsletter that would act like a 

“good-gossip column!” One 
woman said, “I’d love to hear 
what other members are 
doing! We can’t see many of 
them. Let’s at least hear about 
them!”
So we have decided to do just 
that. Until we can freely be 

together again, in each UWCM 
newsletter, we’ll provide a 
short update on several 
members, chosen at random. 
On the next page, you will find 
our first 5 updates.
We hope you enjoy them. 
Please let us know!
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TANYA FITZPATRICK. 
Tanya spends a lot of time with family. This summer 
she has been looking after her darling husband who 
has been ill. But he is better now.  And they spent a 
lovely week together in the Townships at Lake 
Massawippi. For exercise, they walk in the park. Now 
and then, they have lunch outdoors with friends. 

And she has been reading a lot! Two memorable 
books came to mind when we spoke: American 
Dirt and The 7 or 8 deaths of Stella Fortuna. 

Tanya is now on the board of the UWVM as a 
Member at large. 
 
PILAR SHEPHARD  
Like many of us, Pilar spent a lot of time with family 
during these months of the pandemic. But she has also 
continued her work as an art appraiser. Much of this 
work she can do from her home.  
When she looks at a piece of art, she considers the 
medium, the size, the condition, the artist and the most 
recent prices at auction.  

One current client has a collection of 250 paintings. She 
visits his big warehouse in Montreal where she has the 
space to do her work safely. 

KAREN DOER 
In her earlier work life, Karen taught German 
literature and language. These days, she has been 
corresponding with friends in various parts of the 
world including Germany, China, and Florida. 

She is one of those people who has taken advantage 
of several of  the Travel Group meetings. As lover of 
art, Karen told me how much she misses visits to the 
libraries and museums.

———————————

Thank you to these 5 women! We will call 5 more 
glorious members during September for our  

October Newsletter!

SALLY VINEBERG 
Sally did not leave the 
house a lot during the 
summer - her children 
said, “Please Mom! But 
they came to visit and 
sat outside to have a 
glass of wine and chat. 
Sally cooks a lot these 

days. She also reads 3 newspaper a day: The 
Gazette, The National Post & The Wall Street Journal. 
She laughs and says that when she’s finished with 
all that bad news, she needs to see a therapist! 
Still, she sounded content and in good spirits. 

ANA-MIHAELA FACIU
Ana-Mihaela has been recovering from hip 
replacement surgery. She had to stop physio
during the spring for COVID. But got back to it 
in May. And now she is happy to be able to go 
outside to walk for 30 minutes a day.
In September, she will move in to the building 
next door. She told me, “It’s a short move, but still 
I have to pack everything!”

Ana-Mihaela’s area of expertise is as an architect 
and a professor of architecture. She recently 
enjoyed a challenge from a young architect friend 
to post a different photo each day for 10 days on 
Facebook. The photos were to be from a different 
place that she had travelled. She has travelled a 
lot! Some of her photos were from France, 
Luxembourg, Romania & Canada.

MARY HAZEN 
Like many others, Mary has stayed home a lot. 
Her family comes to visit. But it has been a quiet 
time. She’s happy to have a long-time project of 
creating unique hand made cards. 

On the front she draws by hand or she makes 
cutout decorations. She's loves this work and has 
been doing it for many years. All of these gems are 
made in support of the cancer research.

Friendly Gossip! Updates on Members
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ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER  

Social Media 

About Facebook 
Our Facebook page is 
updated daily by Noran 

Ahmad with links to 
local events, national 

advisories and 
international news of 
interest to UWCM 

members. 

Noran also posts great 
jokes, 
animal 

stories & 
much 
more.

Even if you are not “on” 
Facebook, consider 

checking our UWCM 
page.  

This is the link!

NOTE!  
If there is an 

event that you 
would like us to post, 

please send it to Noran 
Ahmed 

moonstone282@gmail.com 

We welcome your contributions to this newsletter!

We hope to make these newsletters a fun & 
newsy read!  

So if you have: 
• a favourite book to suggest  
• a photo you would like to share  
• a special birthday coming up 
• An activity you think that others 
would enjoy 
• Another member whom you 
think we’d like to hear about 

Please be in touch!  
We welcome  your news, your dreams, your thoughts!

NOTE! NEW EMAIL ADDRESS! 
We have a new 
e-mail address! 
Soon we will be 
sending you mail 
and receiving 
your mail at this 
address: 
uwcmtl@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PUT  YOUR 
BUSINESS CARD INTO OUR 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE BE IN TOUCH 
WITH BARBARA LEWIS:  

barbara@barbaralewis.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit-Organization/University-Womens-Club-of-Montreal-Inc-UWCM-1476953572557462/
https://www.facebook.com/University-Womens-Club-of-Montreal-Inc-UWCM-1476953572557462/
mailto:moonstone282@gmail.com
mailto:uwcmtl@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit-Organization/University-Womens-Club-of-Montreal-Inc-UWCM-1476953572557462/
https://www.facebook.com/University-Womens-Club-of-Montreal-Inc-UWCM-1476953572557462/
mailto:moonstone282@gmail.com
mailto:barbara@barbaralewis.com
mailto:barbara@barbaralewis.com
mailto:uwcmtl@gmail.com

